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HOME TO THE BLACK STAR COLLECTION 

ICONIC PHOTOJOURNALISM FROM  

NEW YORK’S BLACK STAR AGENCY 
 

 
Toronto, August 20, 2012 -- The Black Star Collection of approximately 292,000 black and white 
photographs is one of the world’s most significant collections of photojournalism. Tracing the social and 
political history of the 20th century, the iconic images were gifted to Ryerson University by an 
anonymous donor.  
 
The Black Star Collection now makes its home at the Ryerson Image Centre (RIC), Toronto's newest 
cultural destination, opening September 29, 2012. 
 
The collection includes spectacular images of famous figures from every avenue of life (Marilyn 
Monroe, Fidel Castro, Muhammad Ali, Marc Chagall, etc.) as well as photo essays documenting key 
historic events of the past century, such as the Great Wars, the Spanish Civil War, the American Civil 
Rights era and the Vietnam War. 
 
New York’s Black Star Agency commissioned the images for publications that defined 20th century 
journalism, including Life, Look, The Saturday Evening Post, The New York Times, Time and 
Newsweek. The agency worked with some of the most influential photographers in the history of 
photography: the father of modern photojournalism, Henri Cartier-Bresson, legendary war photographer 
Robert Capa, Britain’s famed Bill Brandt and the early 20th century female photographer Germaine Krull 
among many others. 
 
“The Black Star Collection forms a valuable repository of collective global memory,” says John Isbister, 
Interim Provost and Vice President Academic, Ryerson University. “The Black Star Collection — the 
single largest gift of cultural property ever made to a Canadian university — has allowed us to build our 
Centre on a foundation that will lead to years of cutting edge scholarly research and creative activity.” 
 
The story of The Black Star Agency is fascinating in and of itself. In 1935, Ernest Mayer, owner of the 
Berlin-based Mauritius photo agency, fled Nazi Germany, bringing with him some 5,000 images to New 
York.  Together with fellow émigrés Kurt Safranski, a literary editor, and Kurt Kornfeld, a literary agent, 
he created The Black Star Agency, located in the Graybar building near Grand Central Station. The 
Black Star Agency went on to represent major photographers documenting cultural, social and political 
history.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Ryerson University has been entrusted with preserving this historic visual archive, and making the 
photographs accessible to the public through exhibition and publication. The Black Star Collection - the 
“raison d'être” of the RIC, as Doina Popescu, Director of the Ryerson Image Centre, puts it - already 
functions as muse to Canadian artists and image makers. The Ryerson Image Centre’s grand opening 
exhibition, Archival Dialogues: Reading the Black Star Collection, features the multi-disciplinary 
response of internationally renowned Canadian artists Stephen Andrews, Christina Battle, Marie-
Hélène Cousineau, Stan Douglas, Vera Frenkel, Vid Ingelevics, David Rokeby and Michael Snow, to 
the collection.  Reflecting on their respective processes of working with the Black Star Collection, each 
of the artists has also produced six artist pages for the exhibition catalogue. Their interpretations bring 
new and contemporary meaning to the powerful, historic Black Star Collection. 

 
Co-curated by Doina Popescu, Director of the Ryerson Image Centre, and Peggy Gale, Archival 
Dialogues: Reading the Black Star Collection opens on September 29, 2012 in Toronto, marking the 
public grand opening of The Ryerson Image Centre.  

 
Ryerson Image Centre Grand Opening Exhibition 
Archival Dialogues: Reading the Black Star Collection 
September 29 - December 16, 2012 
New works by Stephen Andrews, Christina Battle, Marie-Hélène Cousineau,  
Stan Douglas, Vera Frenkel, Vid Ingelevics, David Rokeby and Michael Snow 
inspired by the Black Star Collection at Ryerson University. 
Curated by Doina Popescu and Peggy Gale. 
Ryerson Image Centre: 33 Gould Street, Toronto, Canada 
Admission to The Ryerson Image Centre is free.  
www.ryerson.ca/ric 
 

Archival Dialogues: Reading the Black Star Collection is made possible through the generous support 
of the Ontario Cultural Attractions Fund, Canada Council for the Arts, Ontario Arts Council, Toronto Arts 
Council, Ryerson University, the Goethe-Institut Toronto, Partners in Art, The Howard and Carole 
Tanenbaum Family Charitable Foundation, and The Paul J. Ruhnke Memorial Fund. 

 
The Ryerson Image Centre (RIC), Toronto's newest cultural destination, is an international centre of 
excellence for the exhibition, research, study and teaching of photography and related disciplines, 
including new media, installation art and film. The new museum-standard facility consists of 
approximately 4,500 square feet of exhibition space; a Great Hall for lectures, conferences, screenings 
and receptions; a glassed-in entrance colonnade with the Salah J. Bachir New Media Wall, a 16-foot 
new media wall visible from the street; a temperature and humidity controlled vault for our growing 
collection; and a state of the art, professionally staffed research centre. International in scope, the 
Ryerson Image Centre features three interrelated areas of activity: an exciting program of public 
exhibitions where innovative work by professional Canadian and international artists addresses social, 
cultural, historical and aesthetic issues; a world-class research centre that conducts research into the 
history of photography and documentary media, and offers an array of workshops, conferences and 
publication programs; and the collection, which is home to the famous Black Star Collection of black 
and white photojournalistic prints, as well as important fine art photographic holdings and artist 
archives. The public can find more details, and subscribe to the Ryerson Image Centre email 
newsletter, at www.ryerson.ca/ric. 
 
 
 



  
Ryerson University is Canada's leader in innovative, career-oriented education and a university 
clearly on the move. With a mission to serve societal need, and a long-standing commitment to 
engaging its community, Ryerson offers more than 100 undergraduate and graduate programs. 
Distinctly urban, culturally diverse and inclusive, the university is home to more than 28,000 students, 
including 2,300 master's and PhD students, nearly 2,700 faculty and staff, and more than 140,000 
alumni worldwide. Research at Ryerson is on a trajectory of success and growth: externally funded 
research has doubled in the past four years. The G. Raymond Chang School of Continuing Education 
is Canada's leading provider of university-based adult education. For more information, visit 
www.ryerson.ca 
 

- 30 - 
 
Media Contacts: 

 
Heather Kelly 
Director of Marketing and Communications, Ryerson Image Centre 
Ryerson University 
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Johanna VanderMaas 
Public Affairs 
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416-979-5000 x4630 
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Follow us @RyersonNews 
If you require this in another format, please contact Ryerson University Public Affairs at 416-979-5000 x 
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